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Did you ever wonder why we dare to claim the WALKt o be the best ever ?

Well, from the very first Walk United Emmaus community put on, Men’s Walk #1, April 2, 1987, up
through and including Women’s Walk #99 last month, they have each one been “the best walk ever!” Not
the best walk of all time, but the current #1 best walk. And, a reason for this is: with each one, we are a
little bit wiser, a little bit more loving, a little bit more serving; we become more conformed to the mind of
Christ. Probably the main reason the Walks keep getting better and better is because we get closer and
closer to our Lord’s return... each step brings us a little closer to HOME. The lights shine brighter, the
smiles are more sincere, the hugs and handshakes are warmer. The spirit of cooperation and high ideal-
ism becomes more our nature. Our vision of God’s will for us and His great love for us become clearer.
We are being changed, and with every Walk, it does get better and better! It is never about personalities,
but about becoming more selfless, less proud; more committed to servant-hood, less concerned with ego.
Our opportunities to serve in leadership in our Community and on Walks develop us spiritually so that we
are better equipped to grow in our churches, in our homes, in our place in the world around us. As we
participate in Walks, we are reminded over and over again of the points where we met God in new and
surprising ways on our Pilgrim weekend, when “our hearts burned within us.” The warm embers are
fanned and the flames leap higher. The walks ARE for the Pilgrims. But the best secret is, we never really
stop being “pilgrims,” because we are all continuing on our spiritual journey. We are all “on the road to
Emmaus” with Jesus. The ways we “see” Him on the Walk weekend are burned into our memory, and in
our memory, our Emmaus Walk may be our personal BEST Walk ever. But it is no better than anyone
else’s Best Walk Ever. Every Emmaus Walk is, and will always be: THE BEST WALK EVER!

Request to Community

We have been dealing with a problem in local chesctihat have graciously allowed United Emmaus Commu
nity to use their facilities, and we have attemptedolve the problem, but continue to experiesseeas. We ap-
preciate so much the ability to meet in beautiicuaries and fellowship halls for our Gatherirngsnd-Off
and Closing ceremonies, and we hope to contingeptactice. The problem is that grape juice sermddoly
Communion by Intinction is being accidentally degjpon the carpet, leaving stains. Recently, floatsmvere
placed at the Stations, in hopes that this wouldesthe problem; it may have helped. However, traee still
stains that sometimes are impossible to removessséating professional carpet cleaning. Perhapsubktom of
taking the elements back to seat with you is the®of these spots. PLEASE, we ask everyone twlage and
be extra careful. We do not want to lose the el of meeting anywhere God’s family is welcomeather
and worship Him. If possible, take advantage ofdhp mats; go ahead and consume the elementsuadifythe
bread in the cup, rather than move around. Alsoamereminded to be VERY careful with our candie€an-
dlelight service. At all times when your candlebigrning, keep iupright so that drips are caught in the holder
and do not drop to the floor or pew. The only tipoair candle should be turned on it’s side is whea §ght it
from a burning candle. Our hardworking Worship Cattee members spend considerable time cleaninglip f
lowing these services.
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“Saturday Night At Camp Emmaus” is an importantegral part of the “Walk” experience, especiallyidaing
the often draining “Dying Moments”... but over thespdew years, community members willing to enterttie
pilgrims on Saturday night have failed to step Apnce-impressive list has dwindled to only two wemwilling
to sing and two members willing to do comedy! Tisi@ppalling considering the size of the commuaitg the
wealth of gifts God has bestowed on many of us!

PLEASE search your hearts, be in prayer, and cen#lidse God-given gifts! If you can sing, do stapdcomedy,

put together a comedy act or skit with another mammbr entertain in ANY way (I'm willing to accepigglers

and knife-throwers at this point) PLEASE contacuBlo Hubler at dhubler@charter.ratd help aid in this minis-
try! We have six months to prepare for the Fall K§and we desperately need entertainers!

BOARD NOTES

Lay Directors announced for Fall Walks: Harry Weems and Tina Patrick.

Fall Men’s Walk has one registered; Women’s Walk currently has 39.

Michelle Wyatt to chair Reunion Group Committee. Community asked to email mrrwyatt@yahoo.com
with all pertinent information so she can update listings.

STILL NEEDED: Someone to chair Childcare Committee. Christine Bales has agreed to help.

Note that there is no Gathering in May because of Journey Weekend. Please support by attending
Candlelight.

April Gathering

4th Day speaker, Dava Lee Russell, Walk #31, talked about being touched by the hands of God through
others, and called us all to live as children of God. Dava Lee is a noted Bible teacher and conference
leader in our area, living out her life in Piety.

Dana Bowman led the praise music, followed by Holy Communion. John Hitechew led worship.

When to wear your Crosgd Closings, to Gatherings, at your local churchreite questions
about Emmaus. When giving a Talk.

When NOT to wear your Cros€ther Emmaus events when Pilgrims have not receéhesd Cross
yet, like when serving meals at the Camp, or atdBight.

When to bring childrenWhen Childcare is provided: Gatherings, Send-otbs@g.

When NOT to bring children®’hen Childcare is not available: ESPECIALLY at @amp. Be-
cause of insurance issues and our contractual agesd with the Camp, children are NOT allowed
on the property during the weekends.

Communion at Closinggs this is the last time Pilgrims may take Holy @amion with their Ta-
ble, this solemn occasion is to be reverent, thfugtand orderly. It is NOT the time to join your
friends at the altar, unless the LD has specificalvited spouses of TEAM members to join them.
After partaking, we quietly return to our seatsislimportant to hold back our excitement until all
have been served and the Benediction and disnhssal been given.

We are asked to refrain from touching the Pilgrasghey enter Candleligif@omeone might not
receive a touch, making them feel left out. Loeenthvith your eyes!

We are asked not to put gifts other than letteRiligrim’s PacketsWe try to keep the size of Agape
Letter packets relatively equal. Save your giftsafter Closing.



NEEDED:

Musicians - singers, players, pickers, grinners, et

God wants youo be a blessing to our Community!! Each month,

we have a Gathering to fellowship and worship togetWe are

in need for someone to step up and be a part ofithehip seg-

ment of the Gatherings. If you have a musical tajen'd like to

share, please contact Dana Bowman dbowman211@48B-341-3951. Come, make a joyful noise to the
Lord!!

Overheard at a recent

Closing:
“This thing ought to be
called the
WALK Journey Flights
Send-Off at 8:00 am Friday morning
TO
Wesley Memorial UMC
|”
ENORMOUS! Candlelight at 8:30 pm Saturday
Jonesborough United Methodist Church
g % Closing at 4:30 pm Sunday
&' (3% " * _
+ Wesley Memorial UMC
- A * o+
#it 012 013 .. $

GATHERING/HOOT

Harris Pavilion, Rotary Park

6:30 pm
POT LUCK
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